November 20, 2008
Dear Valued Customer,

On August 14, 2008 President Bush signed into law the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (CPSIA).  This law will change the requirements associated with consumer products and with children’s products in particular.  The CPSIA defines a “children’s product” as “a consumer product designed or intended primarily for children 12 years of age or younger”.
The CPSIA includes requirements associated with the products that [Company Name] produces for you.  At this time, we want to share our understanding of the law’s requirements and how it will affect your products.  

November 12, 2008

· The CPSIA requires a certificate of conformance for any product that is manufactured on or after November 12, 2008 and that is subject to standards enforced by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) as of November 12, 2008.  

· Books and other articles made from paper are not currently subject to CPSC standards and therefore do not require a certificate of conformance at this time.

December 21, 2008

· The CPSIA requires children’s products manufactured after December 21, 2008 to be tested for lead paint limits by an accredited third party laboratory.   

· Per the CPSC, printing inks or those materials that are actually bonded to a substrate are not subject to lead paint standards and thus will not require testing at this time.
February 10, 2009

· On February 10, 2009, children’s products, including books and articles made from paper, will be subject to the CPSIA’s new total lead and phthalates content limits. For those products in inventory as of February 10, 2009, the allowable total lead content limit is 600ppm for any part of the product and the allowable phthalates concentration is 0.1% of percent of di-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), dibutyl phthalate (DBP), benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP), diisononyl phthalate (DINP), diisodecyl phthalate, (DIDP), or di-n-octyl phthalate (DnOP).

· On February 10, 2009 ASTM F963 becomes U.S. Federal Law.  This regulation defines the requirements for lead testing, labeling, physical and mechanical testing, and other elements of toy safety. When a book product or other in-scope article made from paper contains an integrated appurtenance not made from paper (plush item, jewelry, zipper, buckle, clasp, etc.) this renders the finished product a toy and therefore subject to additional testing in accordance with ASTM F963.  

· Basic books or articles made from paper intended for use primarily by children 12 or younger, without an integrated appurtenance, that are adhesive bound, saddlestitched/stapled, spiral bound, etc. are not subject to all of the test requirements of ASTM F963.  Only the total lead and phthalates in product (substrate) requirements of Sections 101 and 108 of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 apply.

General Conformity Certification 

· [Company Name] must provide you with a certificate of conformity for all children’s products distributed or sold on or after February 10, 2009.  Starting then, we will not be allowed to ship any product that does not have this General Conformity Certification (GCC).  

· Per the regulation, a certification must accompany each shipment or otherwise be made available to you.
· Though you are our customer, there are also instances in which you may also be our supplier.  For example, when you provide raw material to be used in the assembly of the finished product (such as paper) or otherwise furnish a component of the finished product (such as a book cover) [Company Name] will require that you ensure a General Conformity Certification (GCC) is supplied for those products.

· The full legislative requirements of the CPSIA are listed on the CPSC website at: http://www.cpsc.gov/about/cpsia/cpsia.html#signup.

· Frequently asked questions regarding the CPSIA may also be found at: http://www.cpsc.gov/about/cpsia/faq/elecertfaq.pdf.  

Product Inventory

The CPSIA lead and phthalate requirements also apply to inventory.  There is a memo from the General Counsel of the Consumer Product Safety Commission stating that these requirements will apply to any children’s article in inventory that is sold or distributed on or after February 10, 2009 (not inventory sold before February 10, 2009).  This memo can be found under CPSC “General Counsel Advisory Opinions” at: http://www.cpsc.gov/about/cpsia/cpsia.html#advisory.

Conclusion

As you, like us at [Company Name], continue to review these new requirements, our suggested first action is to alert your materials suppliers that beginning February 10, 2009, they must provide you with certifications or testing reports attesting that these materials meet the requirements that will allow your final product to be imported and/or distributed into the United States. 

Please know that [Company Name] is making efforts to work collaboratively with the CPSC and other industry groups such as the Printing Industries of America, Association of American Publishers (AAP), and the Book Manufacturers' Institute (BMI) on continuing the historical exemption of books and other articles made from paper from many of these standards. 

As always, we are grateful for the opportunity to serve you.  

Sincerely, 

